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The Human 
Interest 

Story           
of the       
Day 

“Houston.  We have had a problem.”    With these cold and chilling words, 
one of the great dramas of the 20th century began.  James Lovell, Jack 
Swigert, and Fred Haise were aboard Apollo 13, bound for the moon.  We 
remember them for their bravery and their calm dependence on the men and 
women back in Houston who were assigned the task of bringing them home. 

Ten hours into the flight to the moon, a tank had ruptured on the spaceship 
and everything changed very quickly.  They were called on to show a 
remarkable degree of faith in the people back home on earth to get them 
back.  There could be no hysterics and no collapses.  They had only inches 
within which to live in and there they had to stay until they were brought 
home.   Remarkable, truly a remarkable call was made on these three men. 

But the most compelling side to this story is the faith that the men and 
women back in Houston had to exhibit to keep those three men focused on 
their safe return to earth.  Their faith in getting done that which had never 
been done before, nor even really planned was challenging to say the least.  
It took everyone, doing his or her job, focused on the goal, praying for the 
best of outcomes, in the most intense of situations. 

One of those who was called on to help was Ken Mattingly, one who had 
originally been scheduled to go on the flight.  He was a test pilot, an 
astronaut, and an aeronautical engineer.  An exposure to the measles had 
kept him back at the launch pad for Apollo 13 while the others in the team 
and one replacement, Jack Swigert, took off on what was a once in a life time 
opportunity, a chance to actually walk on the moon.  For Mattingly it must 
have been a hard knock to take.  There was usually only one shot at walking 
on the moon and he had missed it.   

But now, Ken Mattingly, the man most experienced with what was on that 
spaceship had a job to do in helping these three men get to the moon, 
slingshot around it so they could get back to earth, as they conserved the air 
and the water, and especially the electricity, necessary for the journey.  A very 
big call for one left behind.   

Ken Mattingly’s mission, thrust upon him in the heat of the moment, was to 
coordinate the ground crews efforts to get the men home.  He could have 
had a lot of angst at this change of events, but the mission and the lives of 
the men on that mission, however, was the bigger thing, and he was up to it.   
He had faith in his team, and he constantly keep sharing that faith with the 
men on the spacecraft.  It was his faith that so many looked to for guidance. 

He holds a special position in the annals of the US space program.  He is a 
man who’s faith, and his ability to share that faith with others, saved three 
men’s lives from one of the most difficult of cases. He did so, a real team 
member, part of a group, willing to step in and serve when he was called on.   
He is known as a steady man, a man of faith, and a man you can trust.  It is 
for this that he is a member of the Space Program’s ‘Hall of Fame’, not for 
having flown to the moon. 
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11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval. 3 By faith 
we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 4 By 
faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which 
he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about 
his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. 5 By 
faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was 
not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that 
before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 6 And without faith 
it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 7 By faith 
Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence 
prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he 
condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which 
is according to faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed 
by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and 
he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as an 
alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he was 
looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder 
is God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, 
even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful 
who had promised; 12 therefore, also, there was born of one man, and 
him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the stars of 
heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the 
seashore.  

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having 
seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having 
confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a 
country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that 
country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has 
prepared a city for them.  
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17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he 
who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 
18 it was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be 
called." 19 He considered that God is able to raise men even from the 
dead; from which he also received him back as a type. 20 By faith 
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 21 
By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of 
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith 
Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons 
of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, 
when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 
because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid 
of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 choosing rather to 
endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin; 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 27 By 
faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, 
as seeing Him who is unseen. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and 
the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the first-born 
might not touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea 
as though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, 
when they attempted it, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 
By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.  

32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of 
righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; 
and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that 
they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced 
mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they 
were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38(men of whom the 
world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and 
caves and holes in the ground. 39 And all these, having gained 
approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 
because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from 
us they should not be made perfect.  
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   Each one of these giants of the faith has 
shared a piece of their ‘faith’ with us today. 

   Each one of these giants stands as an eternal 
sermon, proclaiming the virtue of the living of 
our own faith-filled lives. 

   Each one of these giants lived in expectation of 
that which was yet to come.  They did not see 
the physical advent of Jesus and His new 
covenant, but they knew that God was in 
charge and that all would be better.  

   Each one of these giants was willing to live as 
an exile, waiting patiently for God to work His 
plan. 
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1.  From the Old testament, choose five men, other than the 
truly obvious and common ones, who are your own 
favourite men of faith. 

2.  What are three traits about them that fills you with 
courage and vision?   Write these traits down and 
analyse what it would take to duplicate these traits in 
today’s world. 

Tuesday Night Discussion Group Assignment 

Please define faith before starting this exercise. 
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1.  If you were asked to explain to a child what ‘faith’ is, how would 
you define and explain the word ‘faith’ to that child?    

2.  For people today, what is the real value of the examples of faith 
that are found in this chapter? 

3.  Were these people of faith always perfect?  Please give examples 
of their ‘humanness’. 

4.  Are not our heroes seen as nearly perfect, normally?   Then what 
constitutes ‘faith’ in these people?   

5.  Why was Jephthah included in this list?   Where do we find the 
story of Jephthah?  (When we read his story, what stands out as 
an act of ‘faith’?) 

6.  What does the story of Jephthah and his inclusion tells us about 
the inspiration of the bible? 

7.  What are some false ideas about the concept of faith and its 
definition that you have experienced? 

Songwriter Oscar Eliason wrote,  

"Got any rivers you think are un-crossable? Got any mountains you can't tunnel through?"  

He responded to these questions by saying,  

"God specializes in things thought impossible." 

Every Christian faces obstacles along life's pathway, and walking in God's will doesn't 
guarantee that our way will be easy. But no matter how difficult, we can trust God and go 
forward in faith. 

At the entrance to a local hospital is an automatic gate designed to rise when a car activates a 
hidden sensor near the entrance. When I drive up the ramp toward the gate, it remains down, 
blocking the entrance. But as I get closer, the arm swings up, allowing me to proceed. If I were 
to park my car a few yards from the entrance, the gate would stay closed. Only when I move 
forward does it open. 

Someone said, "If God built a bridge a yard ahead, it could not be a bridge of faith." It's the first 
step into the unseen that proves we have faith. Abraham, for example, "went out, not knowing 
where he was going" (Heb. 11:8). He obeyed God and relied on Him to clear the path. 

When we walk in obedience to the Lord and come upon a closed gate, we can confidently take 
the next step of faith. As we move forward we will see God open the way. —P. R. Van Gorder  

Faith is the gate between our peril and God's power  


